2. Selection : Decide on
topic for research.
General information

II. Ini:itattiog{: investigated. Discuss i E?iplnrat[nn:
Ti;ajergsa?ld topic with others Behglrll(to ga“til;er
ackgrou
requirements of the EE. information on the
General topic area topic with the idea of
selected & ideas forming a focus.
considered. Develop new
Brainstorm prior knowledge.
knowledge.

Framework for
research
Information Search
Process

4. Formulation : Develop
focus questions. Focus
gives direction to your
search for information.

Evaluate information
gathered. Re visit topic to
ensure relevance

6. Presentation:
Information search
complete . Essay
writing begins.

5. Collection :
Gather, review &
record specific
information in
support of focus

The Information Search Process

http://comminfo.rutgers.edu/~kuhlthau/information search process.htm




Smiithfield State High School
ResourceCentre

|

DISCUSS

Everyone feels:

Contemplative
ST

AP

An Information Search Process

Based on Carol Collier Kuhlthau’s work in Seeking Meaning: A Process Approach to
Library & Information Services, 2004. Libraries Unlimited.

Adapted by Elizabeth Dolinger.

Research Services Librarian, Landmark College

June. 2010 Adapted by Deborah Robins, SSHS Jan 2011
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Browse the WEB
Use general links

Use the lerary Get an OVERVIEW Doa preliminary search :
CATALOGUE of the topic for information

Everyone feels:

Use the REFERENCE Collection

Confused
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\ Search domains (.edu or .gov) and directories J -

Browse the WEB |

Use the Library |
CATALOGUE

Read about all the issues

List a variety of keywords

3 EXPLORE

Use chaptersfindex to locate
relevant information

AP ADLY
{Use MS Word or an

online Citation making tool —
Everyone fegls:

Use the REFERENCE Collection _
Confusion

Anxiety
Doubt

J
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 READ NOTES |

LISTIDEAS

CHOOSE AFOCUS

RE-WRITE THE RESEARCH
QUESTION AND SUMMARY

By this Stage
everyone feels:
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REQUEST SPECIFIC MATERIALS FROVITHE Sl o

LIBRARY

Confident

E INFORMATION

A r':"l
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RECHECK SOURCES for information overlooked :

Return to the library to make a summary search

6. END INFORMATION

By this Stage
everyone feels:

Satisfied = Relief

completion of writing

7. START WRlTING_l I

An Information Search Process

Based on Carel Collier Kuhlthau's work in Seeking Meaning: 4 Process Approach to
Library & Information Services, 2004. Libraries Unlimited.

Adapted by Elizabeth Dolinger.

Research Services Librarian. Landmark College
. June. 2010 Adapted by Deberah Robins, SSHS Jan 2011 I
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What you can expect to be

thinking, feeling and doing

in your journey through the

Information Search Process?
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Model of the Information Search Process

Initiation ~ Selection Exploration Formulation  Collection Presentation
Feelings Uncertainty  Optimism  Confusion Clarity Sense of direction/  Satisfaction or
(Affective) Frustration Confidence Disappointinent

Doubt
Thoughts vague > focused
>

Cognitive
T mcreased mterest
Actions seeking  relevant mformation seeking pertinent mformation
(Physical) Exploring SPocumenting
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